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d'Estr6es was sufficiently strong after the first two
or three years of their union to render the idea of
marrying any one else distasteful, but that it was
not till 1598 that it could outweigh the obvious
objections to making her his wife and Queen of
France. Unseemly in itself, such a match would
have failed to secure that undisputed succession,
which was the chief advantage desired by those who
begged the King to take to himself another bride*
The jarring claims of those children of Henry and
Gabrielle, who were born out of wedlock, and of the
legitimate offspring of a subsequent marriage would
only have added another element of discord to those
already existing.

The Duchess of Beaufort had endeavoured to
secure future support by using her influence to obtain
favourable terms for the Dukes of Mayenne and
Guise, and by betrothing her eldest son to the
heiress of the Mercceurs. She also courted the favour
of the Huguenots. Aubign6 tells how on one occasion,
when the King had good reason to complain of the
factious conduct of some among the Protestant
leaders, he came unexpectedly to Court and was well
received by Henry, who bade him kiss his mistress,
and sending for their little son Caesar from his bed,
placed him naked as he was in his old servant's arms,
saying that he meant in another year to commit him
to his care, in order that he might be educated
among those of the Religion and win their affection.
After the conclusion of peace and when her lover
was securely established on the throne Gabrielle per-
suaded him to entertain more seriously the thought